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and influences which I can accurately recall and explain,
I became at a very early age a great reader.    One of
my teachers * was m the habit of reading passages from
SPENSEK'S Faerie Queene to the boys, and of describing
scenes which he did not read.    So before I was ten
years old I borrowed the book and read it all    I can
remember that looking out the hard woids in the
glossary was rather a pleasure    I think that some of
the other boys did the same.   What I remember very
Distinctly and apropos of this reading, which was in
extent and character far beyond my age, as such reading
is generally rated, was that once when I was compli-
mented on it, I reflected that most of my companions
could and would have done as much or more if they had
only been directed that way, and that I myself could
have exerted that influence    I think that BENJAMIN
WEST said in his Life, that when his boyisli efforts in
art first began to attract attention in his rural circle,
many other boys began to draw and paint also, and
that   some   of   them   were   cleverer   than   himsell
Now the teacher of whom I spoke, though he had
several great disqualifications, at least knew how to
make his pupils take a remarkable interest in all such
books as interested himself.    Of the four of whom I
have given descriptions, two evidently had no gift or
inclination whatever to inspire any interest in their
scholars in anything, the other two inspired it uninten-
tionally as regarded miscellaneous and curious culture,
poetry, and the beginning of what in later days led to
philosophical and aesthetic studies    And in all these
cases there was of course a direct and very perceptible

1 Tins vas T B ALCOTT, whose singular school is mentioned "by Miss
MAETINBA.U m b.er autobiography.